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Thursday 16 October 6.00pm

The Book of Gaza
Short Stories from Gaza featuring Nayrouz Qarmout and Mona Abu Sharekh

Welcome
Hello – I’m delighted to present the 2014 Lancaster Litfest. It has been a slightly daunting task to 
take on the responsibility for sustaining such a well-established and well-loved event – especially in 
these financially straitened times. However, I’m pleased that we’re able to offer such a richly diverse 
programme this year.

You can HEAR some of the finest writers of our time discussing their work – from established grandee 
Bernard MacLaverty to rising local star Jenn Ashworth.

You can SEE thrilling performances which combine poetry with music or video, or present traditional 
tales in vivid new ways.

And YOU can take part – try your hand at a short short story slam; or benefit from the wisdom and 
experience of noted practitioners in one of our workshops.

There’s also something for younger readers, with a chance to meet popular author Hilary McKay, and 
again an opportunity to get creative with the help of the lively and stimulating Bali Rai.

Explore – experiment – enjoy!

Chris Bridgman

Creative Producer

The city of Gaza may feature constantly in the news, but what do 
really we know of life there, beyond the headlines and the politics? 
Two contributors from a new anthology of short stories offer insights 
into everyday life and its everyday struggles. The Book of Gaza offers 
a cross section of the three generations of authors to have emerged 
in the city since 1967, and together the stories present a literary map 
of the city. This evening’s speakers are from the youngest of these 
generations: Nayrouz Qarmout was born in the Yarmouk refugee 

camp in Damascus in 1984 and was returned to the Gaza Strip as a refugee, as part 
of the 1994 Israeli-Palestinian Peace Agreement. She currently works in the Ministry 
of Women’s Affairs. Mona Abu Sharekh’s family was originally from Ashkelon (her 
father being expelled from his land in 1948). Her first collection of short stories, 
What the Madman Said was published in 2008 by the Palestinian Writers Union.

Supported by English Pen and the A.M. Qattan Foundation.

Venue: The Storey 
Tickets: £8/£6 concs 
Booking: www.litfest.org



Thursday 16 October 7.30pm

Bernard MacLaverty
Collected Stories
One of the masters of the short story, Bernard MacLaverty will read from his Collected 
Stories and talk about a writing life stretching over 50 years. 

Alongside four novels and five collections of short stories, Bernard has also written 
versions of his fiction for other media: radio plays, television plays, screenplays and 
libretti.

“Characters all but leap off the page with believability in these marvellous stories 
. . . in which time, place and personality are caught with unshowy authority and 
not a word seems wasted.” 
Peter Kemp, The Sunday Times

Friday 17 October 10.00am

Writing Stories Workshop
with Bernard MacLaverty
Bernard will share his insights into what makes a story work. Whether you are a new 
or aspiring writer or honing your skills, this two hour workshop is a must.

“MacLaverty is a master.”
The Guardian

Friday 17 October 2.00pm

What is a Story?
BBC Writersroom Talk
with Henry R. Swindell 
Join Henry R Swindell (Development Producer, BBC Writersroom) who will provide 
you with some invaluable tips on screenwriting and answer any burning questions 
you might have.

This 3 hour seminar will use film and TV clips to clearly demonstrate the essential 
building blocks of storytelling and is for writers of all genres and experience. Henry 
will examine the universality of storytelling structure and help writers create a 
useful template for making sure their narrative is as strong as it can be BEFORE 
they start writing it.

You are asked to re-watch one of your favourite films before attending the lecture, 
as Henry will be going through questions using these films as a litmus test. (Please 
choose a mainstream film, as it helps if most of the group has a working knowledge 
of it - classics or box-office blockbusters tend to be most useful.) 

Venue: The Storey 
Tickets: £8/£6 concs 
Booking: www.litfest.org

Venue: The Storey 
Tickets: £20/£14 concs 
Booking: www.litfest.org

Venue: The Dukes 
Tickets: FREE but tickets 
must be booked in advance 
as this event will be popular. 
Booking: www.litfest.org

www.litfest.org
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Friday 17 and Saturday 18 October Doors 7.00pm

Demi-paradise Productions in association with Lancashire County 
Council presents

Ghostly Tales
For the 6th year running Demi-paradise presents intimate readings of some of the 
greatest ghost stories ever written. From the battlefields of the First World War to 
the Cornish coast in winter, this selection of spine-tingling tales remains as wide 
ranging and diverse as ever. 

“A really different night’s entertainment that made me re-discover the magic of 
the age-old tradition of storytelling.” 
The Visitor

www.demiparadiseproductions.co.uk

Friday 17 October Doors 8.00pm (Open Mic 8.15-8.45pm)

Spotlight
Literary Cabaret
A dynamic platform for a wide variety of writers to experiment with words, music and 
performance. Each Spotlight event opens with an Open Mic session. As these are very 
popular you may want to book your spot in advance: spotlightclub@btinternet.com

Music from singer/songwriter Cameron Baird

Poetry from Carole Coates and Amy Luxton

Poetry and Comedy from Rich Davenport

Music and Comedy from Lancaster-based performers Matt Donovan and  
Nick Wright as Tequila Mockingbird

Compere Simon Baker

Saturday 18 October 4.00pm

Adaptability - Stories on Stage
Debbie Oates, Zosia Wand and Ian Kershaw
The writers behind Dukes productions talk about transforming stories into scripts. 
Zosia Wand conjured this year’s Park Show, Hansel & Gretel, out of traditional tales, 
and Debbie Oates made bold adaptations of Treasure Island and A Christmas Carol 
for the last two Christmas shows. Ian Kershaw has written this year’s festive offering, 
Cinderella. What are the challenges of reshaping a work of fiction into the material 
for a live performance? What are the special requirements of making a play for 
the great outdoors? How do you craft a drama that will appeal to a wide range of 
ages? What are the differences between drawing on folk tales and literary fiction as 
your raw material? Debbie, Zosia and Ian are lively and amusing speakers, and the 
conversation will offer valuable guidance and inspiration for  aspiring script-writers, 
and fascinating insights for anyone who has enjoyed adaptations at the Dukes.

Venue: The Shire Hall, 
Lancaster Castle 
Tickets: £8/£6.50 students 
and young people (Over 11) 
Booking: 01524 64998

Venue: The Dukes 
Tickets: £6/£5 concs 
Booking: www.litfest.org

Venue: The Storey 
Tickets: £4/£2 
Booking: On the door



Saturday 18 October 12 noon

Bali Rai
Creative Writing Workshop

Meet award-winning author Bali Rai for a creative writing session with 
a difference. Learn how to build amazing fantasy worlds using nothing 
but your own life and the people, places and things you see around 
you every day. From a microwave to a bus, nothing is too ordinary to 

use as the basis for a great story!

Bali Rai has written many novels for teenagers and younger readers. He grew up in 
Leicester and his working-class, British Asian background influences and inspires 
his writing. Bali’s debut (Un)arranged Marriage won several awards and a succession 
of acclaimed young adult titles for Random House have firmly established him as a 
leading voice in teen fiction, with two books on the current GCSE reading lists. He 
continues to collect awards and has been Carnegie Medal long-listed three times. 
Bali has been invited to festivals, book launches and schools across Europe and 
around the world. Bali is married with a daughter. He enjoys cooking, travelling, 
talking and is also a dedicated Liverpool Football Club fan.

Saturday 18 October 2.00pm

Families in Children’s Books with 
Hilary McKay
The fictional families I grew up with and the ones I invented as 
a result

We all begin in families, blessed or cursed by our relations. There is 
no escaping them; and yet fictional families often seem to be as good 
an escape from real life as fantasy and fairy tale. Over the years Hilary 
has combined these two things: the familiarity and the other-reality-

alternative-point-of -view that comes with fantasy. Hilary will read from The Exiles, 
The Cassons, and most recently The Cornwallises and  talk about the families that 
have been part of children’s literature for so long, from the Bastables to Harry Potter.

Hilary’s novels have won numerous awards including the Guardian Children’s 
Fiction Prize, The Smarties Prize (for The Exiles) and The Whitbread Children’s 
Award (for Saffy’s Angel). 

Venue: Lancaster Library 
Ages: 10-15 
Tickets: £8 per child. 
Accompanying adults free. 
Booking: www.litfest.org

Venue: Lancaster Library 
Ages: 8+ 
Tickets: £8 per child. 
Accompanying adults free. 
Booking: www.litfest.org

Events for Children and Young People

www.litfest.org
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Saturday 18 October 6.00pm

The Homing Stone
Performance Storytelling with Hugh Lupton
Autumn 1919. Moscow is surrounded by counter-revolutionaries. Arthur Ransome 
is a Bolshevik sympathiser, and he’s fallen in love with Trotsky’s secretary. They both 
know they’ll be lynched or shot if Moscow falls. Somehow they must escape. On 
Ransome’s desk is a stone from Peel Island on Lake Coniston. Is it a powerful enough 
talisman to get him home? In this Praise Song for his great uncle, Hugh Lupton 
tells the extraordinary story of Arthur Ransome and Evgenia Shelepina’s 
escape, an adventure in which they seemed to become characters from 
one of the folk tales Ransome had collected in Old Peter’s Russian Tales, 
surviving by a mixture of quick wit and good fortune.

Hugh Lupton is one of the country’s leading storytellers. He formed the 
Company of Storytellers with Ben Haggarty and Pomme Clayton in 1985 
to take storytelling to adult audiences. Their work was instrumental in 
stimulating a nation-wide revival of interest in storytelling. 

Saturday 18 October Doors 8.00pm

The Flashtag Writers present 

Short Short Story Slam
Twelve brave fiction writers take to the microphone and do battle with short but 
sharp stories. Prizes and glory to be won. Blood and ink to be spilt. Only one scribe 
will be left standing - and the audience decides the winner. This is the live literature 
equivalent of the gladiatorial arena; brutal, raucous, and deadly. For just one night, 
the only slam night dedicated to short fiction comes to Lancaster. Do you fancy 
your chances? All you need are three separate stories no longer than 200 words 
each and the guts to take on the challenge. Spaces are limited and will fill up fast; 
email flashtagmcr@gmail.com to book your spot. Good luck and may the words 
be ever in your favour.

The Flashtag Writers are David Hartley, Sarah-Clare Conlon, Tom Mason, Benjamin 
Judge and Fat Roland. Follow them @FlashTagMcr

“Unique and radical, a real stand-out event.” 
Didsbury Life

www.shortshortstoryslam.co.uk

Sunday 19 October 10.00am

Workshop with Hugh Lupton
Deconstructing the Firebird
A 3 hour workshop for emerging storytellers. Develop your skills through an 
exploration of this classic fairytale. Unravel the layers of myth, folk-tale and wonder-
tale contained within it and retell the story as a collective exercise.

Venue: The Storey 
Tickets: £30/£20 concs 
Booking: www.litfest.org

Venue: The Storey 
Tickets: £12/£8 concs 
Booking: www.litfest.org

Venue: The Storey 
Tickets: £4/£2 concs 
Booking: On the door



Sunday 19 October 1.30pm

Owen Lowery - Unchanged and Retold
Poetry
Formerly a British Judo champion, Owen Lowery suffered a spinal injury while 
competing and is now a tetraplegic. Owen’s first major poetry collection, Otherwise 
Unchanged, was published in December 2012 by Manchester’s Carcanet Press, and 
includes poems touching on the subject of warfare and its effects, art, literature, 
history, and music, as well as momentous and moving poetry of a more personal 
nature. Owen’s latest collection, Rego Retold, will be published in January 2015, and 
celebrates the pictures of internationally renowned artist, Dame Paula Rego, combining 
the artist’s images with the poems that Owen has written in response to them. Owen 
will be reading poems from both collections.

“A remarkable collection, combining technical poise and an expansive intellectual 
range.” 
The Guardian (on Otherwise Unchanged)

Sunday 19 October 3.00pm

Stories for our not too distant future
Responses to climate change
A performance event and a provocation, a programme of reading, performance 
and discussion. The show includes material from the acclaimed collection of short 
fiction, Beacons: stories for our not so distant future and a new one-woman play, Spring 
Tide at Mablethorpe, set a few years from now in a Britain threatened by storms and 
flooding. Novelist Gregory Norminton will read from the book in which storytellers 
were challenged to respond to perhaps the most urgent question of our time: are 
we sleepwalking into climate change disaster? Writers including Toby Litt, Joanna 
Harris and AL Kennedy imagine alternative futures - futures which can still change. 

“A rich and stimulating literary collection.” 
BBC Wildlife Magazine

Sunday 19 October 5.00pm

Sea Legs
Poetry and Music with Hymas&Lewis
Poet and musician combo Hymas&Lewis bring the expanse of the ocean and the 
confines of a 40 foot yacht to Lancaster. In this frontier of jackspeak and drownings, 
guitar, concertina and shruti box mix with poems, neo-shanties and the candid 
storytelling of a landlubber’s first experience at sea. A turbulent, joyous 50 minute 
performance, consuming and illusory, ghostly and enchanting, an experience once 
felt not forgotten.

Sarah’s second poetry collection, Speaking Salt, is forthcoming from Waterloo Press. 
Steve Lewis is a vocalist, percussionist and guitarist, songwriter, bandleader and 
music-leader with over 20 years of experience in education and community arts.

“You took me beyond the solid edge of things into the rhythms of the sea.” 
Audience member

Venue: The Storey 
Tickets: £8/£6 concs 
Booking: www.litfest.org

Venue: The Storey 
Tickets: £8/£6 concs 
Booking: www.litfest.org 

Venue: The Storey 
Tickets: £8/£6 concs 
Booking: www.litfest.org

www.litfest.org
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Sunday 19 October 7.00pm

David Constantine - Elder
Poetry
David Constantine presents his new collection, Elder, marking the poet and translator’s 
70th birthday. David has published several volumes of poetry as well as a novel, 
Davies, and four collections of short stories: Back at the Spike, Under the Dam, The 
Shieling, and Tea at the Midland. He is an editor and translator of Hölderlin, Goethe, 
Kleist and Brecht. He was the winner of the 2010 BBC National Short Story Award 
and the 2013 Frank O’ Connor International Short Story Award. With his wife Helen 
he edited Modern Poetry in Translation, 2003-12.

“...a work of impressive range and scale. It manifests his lifelong devotion to the 
classics and to German, and enables us to see and hear more fully how they have 
contributed to his own inimitably passionate lyricism.” 
The Guardian

Sunday 19 October 8.30pm

A Belly Full of Magic
Performance Storytelling with Mikael Öberg
Epic adventures of reckless heroes and malevolent spirits, tales of weird and wonderful 
journeys to the moon and beyond, and ancient Finnish stories, all re-imagined with 
wit and wonder, humour and intensity. 

Mikael Öberg is a Swedish performance storyteller who tells myth and epic to a wide 
range of audiences internationally. He creates experimental shows in collaboration 
with musicians and other artists, and is also a member of the Swedish Fabula 
Storytelling Company and the Anglo-Swedish ensemble Pandvani 108.

www.mikaeloberg.se

Venue: The Storey 
Tickets: £8/£6 concs 
Booking: www.litfest.org

Venue: The Storey 
Ages: 16+ 
Tickets: £12/£8 concessions 
Booking: www.litfest.org
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Monday 20 October 4.30pm

Time & Tide Writing Workshop for 
Young Adults
Stories from Morecambe through World War One
A young woman, pregnant and desperate, is last seen jumping from Morecambe 
Pier, blue coat flapping in the wind. Elsewhere another body is found on the beach 
with a steamship ticket from Ireland, a rosary and a recruitment pass.

Create stories about life and death on the home front during World War One 
inspired by historic Lancaster and Morecambe coroners’ inquests from Lancashire 
Archives. This is a taster session for a new series of writing workshops which will 
offer opportunities to explore connections between people living 100 years ago and 
our lives today, and to write for publication and a touring exhibition.

Facilitated by Sarah Hymas.
www.timetide.weebly.com
Project by The Friends of Lancashire Archives Funded by Arts Council England

Monday 20 October 6.00pm

Beta-Life: Stories from an A-Life Future
Short Stories featuring Claire Dean, Sarah Schofield,  
and Prof Martyn Amos
Artificial life (A-Life) is becoming increasingly important, not just to scientists, but 
to the wider global community. A-Life and unconventional computing technologies 
will play an important role in addressing the growing challenges we face (energy, the 
environment, a changing demographic profile...). Comma Press, in conjunction with 
TRUCE, have commissioned a series of short stories, written collaboratively by literary 
authors working closely with scientists to explore what A-Life and unconventional 
computing will mean to ordinary people in the year 2070.

Monday 20 October 7.30pm

Jenn Ashworth –  
The Long and the Short of It
Fiction
Jenn Ashworth reads from and talks about her work so far, and explores the different 
approaches required by short stories and novels. On the publication of her second 
novel, Cold Light, Jenn was featured on the BBC’s The Culture Show as one of the 
UK’s twelve best new writers. Her third novel, The Friday Gospels, was published last 
year to great acclaim. Her short fiction has appeared in anthologies including Paint 
a Vulgar Picture: Fiction Inspired by the Smiths, The Longest Night: Five Curious Tales 
and Short Fiction Journal 7. Five Thousand Lads a Year was commissioned by BBC 
Radio 4 and broadcast in January 2014 as part of the Friday Firsts series. Jenn lives 
in Lancashire and teaches Creative Writing at Lancaster University.

“Utterly, compulsively readable, The Friday Gospels could be this award-
winning young author’s best novel yet.” 
The Sunday Times

Venue: The Storey 
Tickets: £8/£6 concessions 
Booking: www.litfest.org

Venue: Lancaster Library 
Ages: 16-25 
Tickets: FREE but tickets 
should be booked in advance 
Booking: www.litfest.org

Venue: The Storey 
Tickets: £8/£6 concs 
Booking: www.litfest.org

www.litfest.org
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First Fridays
Friday 5 September 8.00pm

Where the Bear Sleeps -  
Stories from the Kalevala
Performance storytelling with Nick Hennessey
Using spoken word, rhythm and song, award-winning storyteller and musician Nick 
Hennessey will take you deep into the snow-filled forests of the far north when he 
performs a collection of ancient Finnish stories in Where the Bear Sleeps.

Friday 7 November

Light Up the Streets
On November’s First Friday, Light Up the Streets brings our Arts City to life with 
unique projections, light installations and performances.  Take a stroll through the 
town, explore its nooks and crannies and see familiar surroundings anew. Light Up 
the Streets is part of Light Up Lancaster Festival.

Venue: The Storey 
Tickets: £10/£8 concessions 
Booking: www.litfest.org

Twitter: @LancsArtsCity  
Facebook: LancasterArtsCity

A new way to discover 
Litfest’s events & 
workshops

Download the free 
Lancaster Arts City app 
for iPhone & Android 

artscity.co.uk
Search your app store for Lancaster Arts City



Booking and Visiting
Online: www.litfest.org

Telephone: 01524 582394 

In person: Lancaster Visitor Information
The Storey, Meeting House Lane, Lancaster LA1 1TH 
(Monday - Saturday 10am - 4pm)

Litfest
The Storey 
Meeting House Lane   
Lancaster 
LA1 1TH 
www.litfest.org 
T: 01524 62166

Travelling to Events
The Storey
Meeting House Lane, Lancaster LA1 1TH

The Storey is located in Lancaster City Centre,  just 2 
minutes walk from Lancaster Train Station (follow signs to 
the city centre). Paid parking is available around Lancaster 
Castle or there a several car parks nearby, the closest 
being  Dallas Road.

The Dukes
Moor Lane, Lancaster LA1 1QE

On joining the one way system in Lancaster, follow 
brown information signs for ‘Dukes Playhouse’. The 
Dukes is just a few minutes walk from Lancaster Train 
Station and Bus Station.

Access Information
If you require a large print 
version of the brochure please 
contact marketing@litfest.org

The Storey is fully accessible to wheelchair users. 
If you wish to reserve a wheelchair space in the 
auditorium please call 01524 62166.

Guide dogs and hearing dogs are welcome.

Please check other venue websites for further access 
information

Volunteers
Over the years our festival has flourished due to the 
invaluable help from our volunteers.  If you’d like to offer 
your support, whether working front of house or putting 
up a poster, we’d love to hear from you. Please contact 
producer@litfest.org

Lancaster Library
18 - 20 Market Street, Lancaster LA1 1HY

There is no immediate car parking outside the 
library but there are car parks and disabled spaces 
nearby. For more details see www.lancaster.gov.
uk/parking

Shire Hall
Lancaster Castle, Castle Parade, Lancaster LA1 1YJ

Lancaster Castle is located in the centre of the city of 
Lancaster, roughly 250 yards from Lancaster train station 
on the West Coast Main Line and sign-posted from 
junctions 33 and 34 of the M6 motorway. 

litfestlancaster

@litfest

LancasterLitfest#

www.litfest.org



Date Time Event Venue

Thursday 16 October 6.00pm The Book of Gaza The Storey

Thursday 16 October 7.30pm Bernard MacLaverty The Storey

Friday 17 October 10.00am Bernard MacLaverty Workshop The Storey

Friday 17 October 2.00pm BBC Writersroom Talk The Dukes

Friday 17 October 7.30pm Ghostly Tales Lancaster Castle

Friday 17 October 8.00pm Spotlight The Storey

Saturday 18 October 12 noon Bali Rai Workshop Lancaster Library

Saturday 18 October 2.00pm Hilary McKay Lancaster Library

Saturday 18 October 4.00pm Adaptability - Stories on Stage The Dukes

Saturday 18 October 6.00pm Hugh Lupton - The Homing Stone The Storey

Saturday 18 October 7.30pm Ghostly Tales Lancaster Castle

Saturday 18 October 8.00pm Short Short Story Slam The Storey

Sunday 19 October 10.00am Hugh Lupton Workshop The Storey

Sunday 19 October 1.30pm Owen Lowery The Storey

Sunday 19 October 3.00pm Stories for our not too distant future The Storey

Sunday 19 October 5.00pm Sea Legs The Storey

Sunday 19 October 7.00pm David Constantine The Storey

Sunday 19 October 8.30pm Mikael Öberg - A Belly Full of Magic The Storey

Monday 20 October 4.3opm Time and Tide Writing Workshop Lancaster Library

Monday 20 October 6.00pm Beta-Life The Storey

Monday 20 October 7.30pm Jenn Ashworth The Storey

Funded byAll details are correct at the time of going to press. We reserve the right to change the programme 
if circumstances dictate. Litfest cannot refund money for purchased tickets, except in the case 
of a cancelled event. Lancaster & District Festival Ltd, trading as Litfest. 
Registered Company No. 1494221. Registered Charity No. 510670.

Event Schedule


